Preaching and teaching the truth to His expanding kingdom, reaching out to all!

Lutheran Church and School of Messiah
840 North 11th Street Grand Junction, CO 81501
Office (970) 245-2838; Fax: (970) 245-8145; www.messiahlutherangj.org

Fourth Sunday in Advent
(December 19th, 2021)
The Lord's Supper: If you are visiting with us or have not been instructed in the unique
Lutheran teaching regarding the Lord's Supper, we kindly ask you to speak to the
Pastor before communing. Thank you.

† DIVINE SERVICE SETTING THREE †
Greeting and announcements
Sharing of God’s Peace
Opening Hymn
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain
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ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!
2

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
Who ord’rest all things mightily;
To us the path of knowledge show,
And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain

3

O come, O come, Thou Lord of might,
Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height
In ancient times didst give the Law
In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain

Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Exhortation
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
P
C

P

C

O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the
sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being.
Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you,
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

† SERVICE OF THE WORD †
Psalm

Psalm 80:1–7; antiphon: v. 7
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,
you who lead Joseph like a flock!
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth.
2
Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh,
stir up your might
and come to save us!
3
Restore us, O God;
let your face shine, that we may be saved!
4
O LORD God of hosts,
how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers?
5
You have fed them with the bread of tears
and given them tears to drink in full measure.
6
You make us an object of contention for our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh among themselves.
7
Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine, that we may be saved!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen
7
Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine, that we may be saved!
1

Kyrie
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C

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And with thy spirit.
P

Let us pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the
sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy;
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.

C

Old Testament Reading
Micah 5:2–5a
2
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
3
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has given birth;
then the rest of his brothers shall return
to the people of Israel.
4
And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth.
5
And he shall be their peace.
P
C
Epistle

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Hebrews 10:5–10

5

When Christ came into the world, he said,
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body have you prepared for me;
6
in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.
7
Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God,
as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’”

8

When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices
and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered
according to the law), 9then he added, “Behold, I have come to do your will.”
He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And by that will we
have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for
all.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

Luke 1:39–56

39

In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a
town in Judah, 40and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted
Elizabeth. 41And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in
her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she exclaimed
with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of
your womb! 43And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should
come to me? 44For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears,
the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that
there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life † of the world to come. Amen.
Children’s Message
Sermon Hymn
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
4 O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree,
Free them from Satan’s tyranny
That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save,
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain
ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!
5

O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain

6

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

7

O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

Sermon

“W a i t U p o n t h e L o r d W i t h R e j o i c i n g ”
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Offertory
P 192
C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from
me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free
spirit. Amen.
Offering
Prayer of the Church

† SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT †
Preface
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

P 194
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.
Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
It is meet and right so to do.
It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:

Sanctus
C

P 195
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of
the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
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who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
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Agnus Dei
P 198
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have
mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have
mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant
us Thy peace. Amen.
Distribution
Distribution Hymn “Arise, O Christian People”
1 Arise, O Christian people!
Prepare yourselves today;
Prepare to greet the Savior,
Who takes your sins away.
To us by grace alone
The truth and light were given;
The promised Lord from heaven
To all the world is shown.
2

Prepare the way before Him;
Prepare for Him the best.
Cast out what would offend Him,
This great, this heav’nly guest.
Make straight, make plain the way:
The lowly valleys raising,
The heights of pride abasing,
His path all even lay.

3

The humble heart and lowly
God raises up on high;
Beneath His feet in terror
The haughty soul shall lie.
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The heart sincere and right,
That heeds God’s invitation
And makes true preparation—
It is the Lord’s delight.
4

1

Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus;
Turn not from me aside,
And help me to receive You
This blessèd Adventtide.
From stall and manger low
Come now to dwell within me;
I’ll sing Your praises gladly
And forth Your glory show.
“The Infant Priest Was Holy Born
The infant Priest was holy born
For us unholy and forlorn;
From fleshly temple forth came He,
Anointed from eternity.

2

This great High Priest in human flesh
Was icon of God’s righteousness.
His hallowed touch brought sanctity;
His hand removed impurity.

3

The holy Lamb undaunted came
To God’s own altar lit with flame;
While weeping angels hid their eyes,
This Priest became a sacrifice.

4

But death would not the victor be
Of Him who hung upon the tree.
He leads us to the Holy Place
Within the veil, before God’s face.

5

The veil is torn, our Priest we see,
As at the rail on bended knee
Our hungry mouths from Him receive
The bread of immortality.

6

The body of God’s Lamb we eat,
A priestly food and priestly meat;
On sin-parched lips the chalice pours
His quenching blood that life restores.
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7

With cherubim and seraphim
Our voices join the endless hymn,
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing
To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King.

Nunc Dimittis
P 199
C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy
word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared
before the face of all people,
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.
Thanksgiving
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
C and His mercy endureth forever.
P

P 200

C

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

P
C

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Benedicamus
P Bless we the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give you peace.
C Amen, amen, amen.

P 202

Closing Hymn
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
1 O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;
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Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.
2

For Christ is born of Mary,
And, gathered all above
While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wond’ring love.
O morning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the king
And peace to all the earth!

3

How silently, how silently
The wondrous gift is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His heav’n.
No ear may hear His coming;
But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him, still
The dear Christ enters in.

4

O holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in,
Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Immanuel!
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Announcements
December 19th, 2021
NO WEDNESDAY NIGHT SERVICE ON DECEMBER 22ND.
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE will be at 4:00pm.
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE will be at 7:00pm.
CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE will be at 10:00am.
**SUNDAY DEC. 26TH- There will only be one service. Bible study will be at 9:00am
and Church service will be at 10:00am.
OFFICE ADMIN- We are looking to hire a full time Office Administrator. It is 40 hours
per week, pay based on experience. Knowledge of QuickBooks, Microsoft Office,
Organizational and leadership skills and communication and interpersonal abilities
needed. Submit resume to glacia@messiahlutherangj.org or
admin@messiahlutherangj.org. Questions contact the office at 970-245-2838.
NEW SERVICE TIME-Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, Due to the overall decline in
membership and Sunday Service participation, and along with the departure of Pastor
Schmidt, the Board of Elders, along with the Church Council with Pastor Redeker’s
guidance, has decided to change the Sunday worship schedule. The new schedule will
be ONE service on Sundays starting at 9:00am followed by Bible Study at 10:30. This
will better facilitate our smaller membership and take some of the workload off our
Pastor. The new schedule will start Sunday January 9th. God’s Peace and Merry
Christmas, Wade Schultz-Chairman of the Congregation
BLESSING TO GLACIA AS SHE TAKES ON A NEW ROLE- After 13 years of faithful
service to God and Messiah, Glacia Peck is leaving her position as office administrator.
She has blessed us in so many ways. We cannot thank her enough. Her final day in the
office will be January 7th. Godspeed Glacia!
LWML MITES- Mite boxes are used for the collection of money for missions. Twentyfive percent of the mite offering is sent to international LWML for mission projects and
the remaining seventy-five percent is used for your district’s mission projects. Mite
Money is used to further God’s kingdom through the mission projects selected by
delegates at district and international conventions. Place your mite box wherever you
can feed it: dressing table, office desk, laundry room, car, kitchen counter, etc. You
mite want to give a mite box to family members and friends.
LINENS VOLUNTEERS- Volunteers are needed for linens. We will train. Come and
help. Call Carolyn Baker 970-434-1524 if you have any questions.
NEW SCIENCE CURRICULUM- Our school has been blessed with an entire new science
curriculum, and 2 new microscopes. We are still in need of items to provide hands on
labs, experiments and more. If you would like to donate or purchase some of these
amazing items, there is a wish list in the school office.

2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES- Can be picked up in the narthex. If you currently do not
have offering envelopes and would like to have some, or if you have envelopes and do
not use them, please let the Church office know.
LUKE2 PROJECT- Please join us in the LUKE2 project. There is information about this
at LUKE2project.org. In short: 1. Wear the shirt. 2. Silently remind all who see it the
REASON for the season. 3. If someone asks and doesn't have a church home invite them
(we have invitations printed and available in the narthex) or you can use our church
cards. What is BRITE Friday? LUKE2 goal: Change black Friday into BRITE Friday by
2023. The founder of LUKE2 has a short video out and he uses the analogy of wearing
the LUKE2 shirts with wearing your favorite team shirt, we are rooting for our team!
There are offering envelopes also to make donations. If you have any questions, you
can also call Arliss Bridgett 970-270-3517
MONEY! You keep hearing that the church needs a little more money to pay bills,
have electricity, etc., but you are spread thin yourself. Could you help in some other
way? YES!!! You could start using Scrip. What’s that? Scrip means buying shopping
cards or ecards to use at all your favorite stores, restaurants, and fast-food
joints. Each “card” you buy gives the church a percentage of the cost of the card
without you paying any extra. $10 on the card is $10 for you to use. Each store has a
certain percentage that goes to the church and there are often specials where that
percentage is more for a given period of time. You are going to spend the money
anyway, why not help the church with your everyday purchases? HOW DO I DO
THIS? Put the Shop with Scrip app on your phone or go to the
website: https://www.shopwithscrip.com/
Set up the church as the beneficiary of your % and start shopping. Christmas is
coming and with Scrip you can buy and send ecards to people anywhere. You can even
set the date for it to show up in their email. It doesn’t get much easier than
this!!! Please consider using Scrip (Raise Right) to help the church financially.
AMAZON.SMILE – Are you shopping for Christmas on Amazon? A portion of your sales
will be donated to our church and school. Log into Amazon. Smile, select Messiah
Lutheran Church and School of Grand Junction and do your shopping.
3rd SUNDAY SERVICE- There’s always SOMETHING new at Messiah!! Join us the 3rd
Sunday of
The month for our BRAND-NEW service in the gym:
Noon-1PM- FREE lunch with Fellowship and Discussion
1PM-2PM- Worship together in the Gym (a Service of the Word—No
Communion)
FOOD PANTRY UPDATE- FOOD PANTRY - Thank you all so much for your overwhelming
response to our food pantry request. Your generosity is very much appreciated.
THE PREGNANCY CENTER- The Pregnancy Center is now comfortably settled into their
new location at 2478 Patterson Road. Their current baby needs are: baby hats and
socks, winter sleepers size 12-month boys and girls, baby towel and washcloth sets,

baby lotions, shampoos, and stuffed animals. And, of course, there is always the
ongoing need for disposable diapers, wipes, safety items such as electrical plug
covers, corner covers, cabinet locks, baby bathtubs, car window sunscreens,
thermometers, baby bottles, teething rings, and pacifiers etc. The Center is always
very appreciative of your donations.
USHERS-There is a sign-up sheet for 10:30 Service Ushers posted on the bulletin board
in the narthex. Your help is greatly appreciated. If you are able and wish to help,
please contact me, Matt Meyer, at 402-750-9705. You can also chat with me before or
after 10:30 Service. I would enjoy meeting you if we haven't been introduced! Thank
you and God bless.
GREETERS- Thank you to all of you who have signed up to be greeters and to all future
greeters. There are still Sundays available. Help be a welcoming smile to all members
and visitors to Messiah. The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the Narthex next
to the Communion Help sign-up sheet.
BULLETIN BOARDS- Our church bulletin boards outside of the sanctuary and across
from Ms. Mead’s office have been and will continue to be updated. If you have
something that you would like to put on any of the bulletin boards, please contact the
church office or Beth Weber 970-361-0794.
UNDERSTANDING OUR BELIEF— Every Tuesday, at 6:00PM, Mr. Scott Mauser is hosting
a class on apologetics, discussing how to share what we believe in truth, love,
gentleness, and respect. These classes are over at the Alpha and Omega Institute 1011
N 10th St, Grand Junction, CO 81501. Hope you can make it!
COMMUNION VOLUNTEERS needed for 2022! Please consider serving our Lord and
your church by volunteering to help with communion. Sign up in the narthex on the
bulletin board. If you need to be trained or have questions, please contact Laura
Ryden at (970) 260-6766
PRAYER REQUESTS- "But when you pray, go to into your room, close the door and
pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in
secret, will reward you," (Matt. 6:6). Prayer requests for you, family with permission,
or by a pastor, may be sent to Beth Weber at weber4342@acsol.net.
GIFT PLANNING-

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHTS- Luke 1:45 – “And blessed is she who believed that there
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” The Lord always
fulfills what He promises. We can be certain of that, and He has proven it over and

over again. This faith in the Lord’s own faithfulness is what gives us the courage to
follow the Lord’s commands in the face of the world’s anger and resistance. Mary’s
faith also gave her the courage to carry on in her seemingly embarrassed
circumstances.
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS- Thrivent members, do not forget to direct your Choice
Dollars® to the church general fund or to the school scholarship fund. You have two
easy options to direct your Choice Dollars: Online at www.thrivent.com or by calling
800-847-4836
MESSIAH’S RADIO MINISTRY–Sunday mornings at 8:30am –9:00am on 1100AM/KNZZ
radio station. It is followed by The Lutheran Hour at 9:00am. If you would like to be a
sponsor for our radio ministry, contact the church office, 970-245-2838.
December IncomeWeek of Dec. 10-16
$16,944.74
Weekly need
$19,174.63
Month to date
$64,900.78
Monthly need
$83,090.08

Sunday

8:00am
9:30am
10:30am

Calendar for the Week
Divine Service/Communion/Facebook Live
Adult Bible Study/Sunday School/Facebook Live
Divine Service/Communion

Monday

--------1:30pm

NO SCHOOL
Office Staff Meeting

Tuesday

--------9:00am
2:00pm
--------7:00pm

NO SCHOOL
Quilt Ladies/Fellowship Hall
Ruth Circle- Fellowship Hall
NO YOUTH GROUP
Lydia Circle

Wednesday

--------8:00am
11:00am
7:00pm

NO SCHOOL
WEEKLY BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENT DEADLINE
Wednesday Bible Class/Isaiah/Zoom
NO WEDNESDAY NIGHT SERVICE

Thursday

--------6:30pm

NO SCHOOL
Pastor Redeker’s Online Bible Class-Galatians Bible Study

Friday

--------4:00pm
7:00pm
---------

NO SCHOOL
Christmas Eve Service
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Pastor Redeker’s Day Off

Saturday

10:00am

Christmas Day Service

Sunday

9:00am
10:00am

Adult Bible Study/Sunday School/Facebook Live
Divine Service/Communion/Facebook Live

